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Outline 

 

 EU Biodiversity Strategy to 202O and its mid-
term review 

 Mainstreaming biodiversity in the central EU 
budget 

 Supporting global biodiversity 

 Scaling up resources from a range of sources: EU 
Business and Biodiversity Platform & the Natural 
Capital Financing Facility 

 



2050 Vision 

2020 headline target 



EU biodiversity mid-term review 

 Strong partnerships and full engagement of key actors: 
1. Complete and manage effectively Natura 2000 

2. Implement Invasive Alien Species Regulation 

3. Recognize natural capital throughout the EU 

 

 Effective integration with a wide range of policies: 
• Coherent priorities and adequate funding 

• Agriculture and forestry 

• Marine and fisheries 

• Regional development 

 

Achieving biodiversity objectives can contribute to the growth 
and jobs agenda, food and water security and quality 
of life, as well as to the SDG implementation. 

 



Financing biodiversity in the EU 
budget 

 Mainstreaming climate and biodiversity in the EU 
budget: integral part of all main instruments. Focus 
on Natura 2000 network and green infrastructure 

 LIFE instrument: limited in size but key role for 
biodiversity 

• Traditional projects for nature and biodiversity 

• Integrated Projects for implementing EU legislation – 
integrating different sources of funding 

• Financial instruments: Natural Capital Financing Facility to 
leverage funding from the private sector 

 Importance of tracking to assess effectiveness 

 



2016 draft EU budget  



 
Supporting global biodiversity:  
mainstreaming 
 

• Qualitative mainstreaming: 

• Implementing Aichi Target 2: TEEB; Natural Capital 
Accounting; Biofin; Poverty-Environment Initiative 

• Policy Dialogue with Partner Countries 

• Green Diplomacy Network 

• Biodiversity-proof development cooperation 

• Quantitative mainstreaming:New Multi-annual Financial 

Framework 2014-2020: 

 New Thematic Instrument: Global Public Good and Challenges  

 The EU Biodiversity for Life Flagship – B4Life 

 Other instruments 

  



EU Business and Biodiversity Platform 

• Launched in 2014 with aim to provide: 
• Communication and coordination 
• Umbrella function in support of MS Actions 
• Forum for exchange on strategic issues with Business 

 
• Develop workstreams linked with actions under the EU 

Biodiversity Strategy 
• Natural Capital Accounting 
• Innovation for biodiversity and business opportunities 
• Financing for biodiversity: analysis of financial needs and 

opportunities; case studies of successful public and private 
investments; role of EU financing sources 

 
• Dedicated Website, Newsletter and Annual Conference 

 
 

 
More information on: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/biodiversity/business 



Natural Capital Financing Facility (NCFF) 

Rationale: 

Too little financing for biodiversity and climate change adaptation, whilst 
business opportunities remain unexploited 

Objectives: 

address market failures and demonstrate to private investors the 
attractiveness of revenue-generating or cost-saving natural capital 
projects; 

leverage funding from private investors for investments in ecosystems 
and ecosystem-based solutions to climate change adaptation. 

€ 100-125 million Investment facility during 2015-2017 for 9-12 
operations 

Executed by EIB; EU contribution: € 60 million 

Project categories: Payments for ecosystem services, Green infrastructure 

projects, Pro-biodiversity and pro-adaptation businesses, Projects involving 
biodiversity offsets 

 

 



NCFF Structure 

  

 

DIRECT INVESTMENTS IN 

PROJECTS 

 

INTERMEDIATED INVESTMENTS: 

Private Equity Funds,  

Credit Lines to Banks 

 
 

 

 

FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS 

 

EUR 100-125m   EUR 50m First Loss for EIB 

 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

 

EUR 10m 
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Some lessons learnt 

 Mainstreaming is key in scaling up resources 

 International:  

• Increase resources for biodiversity-specific actions 
through thematic, bilateral, regional and global 
cooperation channels 

• Increase mainstreaming of biodiversity in sectors 

• Positive socio-economic opportunities, value of services, 
green economy, link with post-2015 & CC. 

 Need to consider a range of sources 

 Private sector: role of demonstration and public 
private partnerships 

 



ppt slide 2 

Thank you for your attention 

For more details on EU Biodiversity Strategy and related actions: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/index_en.htm 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/index_en.htm

